o PENTECOST
Ve prpg birthday to the Catholic Chuurch | =
Happy birthday to you, who are the body of the Chuuch!

"Cod isLove and love ishis first guft, containing all othars.
"God's Love has been poured into owr hearts throwgh the Holay Spirit who has been given tows.”

We‘maﬂﬁzmﬂhmwﬁhmownbiﬁhdugs,amdweabbmuthmbmmﬂwgmmwmofthzgmmedeemM
into thislife. But did you know you have a second bi P
Bmmgma/r‘epa/r‘tofth,ebodxj of the Chwach, and Pentecost is the Chuuch's bi/r’[)admj, i/t'sgmma/swd}.l
And like arwybirthday, it's a. cause for celebration.

Onthaiﬁmwofpmm Chmdspamowwm_fuwmmﬂmmwpmwmgqfﬂde@Spmi GodsGLﬁ manifested,
given, aMwmmmmMmadAmmpmmabwmawWApoﬁLuamde By His coming, which never ceases, the

Ho'ly Spirit caused the world to enter into the “last daws, " the time of the Chusch, the Kingdom abready inherited though not yet
conswnunated. The baptized regained the dinvine likeness lost through sin through forgiveness borne of Love that heals and brings
newlife. On that day, the Holy Trinitywas fully revealed in all thiree parsons. Peter, the first Pope, preached for the furst time
am,dconw‘tadﬂnmmm,d/sofnﬂwbwm,UnxﬁmCaﬂnm.Tthpmﬂmamdbwm,ﬁwthzﬁmm,we/mumi:e,dbga
commeon language, and a common zeal and purpose to go and preach the Gospel.

Smuthaid,ag,Wngd@mwmmmbngﬂnﬂ%dMo‘mdumquwFaM,thmammmmudbgcm“wt, ha/sbwno*pm
to thoose who believe in him: in the humidity of the flesh and in faith, all are able to share in the communion of the indivisible
Holy Trinity, who has sared. us. The verylife of the Holy Trinity, which is tolove as "God [has] Loved us,” became owr
mission. Thislove (the “charity” of | Cor |3) is the sowrce of the newlife in Chwrist, made possible becauwse we hare received “power”
from the Holy Spirit, we received God's "pledge” and the " furst fruits” of owr inheritance. God's children can bear much fruit uf
"WelANebgUn,eSpiﬁﬁ”;Un,emmwewnmmmeNeA,Ummmwe"Walkbgﬂn.eSpi/riI.” Thm,ghUnzHMSpmiwemmLomd
toparadise, Led back to the Kingdom of Heanven, and adopted as His children, given confidence to call God "Father” and to share
mCh/riAJt'sgm,ce,caUdehUdmofLighIandngashmmMmlngg:WehmsamthszighI,wehmmeANedthz
heanveniy Spirit, we have found the true Jaith: We are now grofted onto the true vine.
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"Because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit of His Son into ourhearts, crying, ‘AbbalFather!” (Gal kt-:6).

At Pentecost, Jows from all over the world were gathered in Jerusalom. Peter, the othar Apostles, Mary and
their followers were gathered in a room. At this time, a great wind blew and a flame appeared as a tongue of
Jire, which split itself into many individuwal flames above the heads of all those present. The Holy Spirit came
wpon these people and each began to speak in tongues. Despite the fact many had no commeon language, they
were perfectly able to understand one another.

The Holy Spirit also gave the Apostles ather gufts necessary to possess in order to fulfill the great comumission -
to go out and preach the Gospel to all nations and so that they might also bear the fruits.
This fulfills the New Testament promise from Christ (Luke 2L+4-6-4+9) that the Apostles would be “clothed
with power” before they would be sent out to spread the Gospel.
The seven gifts of the Holy Spirit are: Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, Pieiyy and Fear
of the Lord.

Th.ele:mMAowe dnamﬁﬁj(love) joy, peace, patience, benigniiy (kindness), goodness, Longanimiiy
(generosity), mildness (gentleness), faithfulness, modesty, continency (self-control), and chastity.
/T/meg%amdfrm%mgmMMWM@[CWMMPMWWMMWW@WJWm
growin_faith to help them stay true to God s Will.)

Others who were not so blessed, accused those speakingin tongues of being drunk, but Peter arose and addressed
Uq,eorow-d,wpwmuwmqo'm,mmmpmwmmm, but rather
this was the work of the Holy Spirit, prophesized in the scripture.

Peter then called all those present to repent of their sins and be baptized and about thiree thousand people were
baptized that day.

()
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Pentecost: Ongvrw ng)oo’l/s and Customs Around the World

The word Pentecost is Greek. (pentecoste) and it means 50th day.” So fufty days after Easter Sunday (on the
MSMWEW) Christian celebrate the holy day of Pentecost, which commemorates the
descent of the Holy Spirit wpon the Aposiles and other followers of Jesus Christ while they werein Jerusalem
celebrating the Feast of Weeks, as described in the Acts of the Apostles ... it changed their lives by beginning
their Earthly ministry to make disciples of all nations ... and it changed the lives of all those who came
after... just asit still is todauy.

Pentecost is also a Jowish holiday, Shavu 'ot, which the Jews use to celebrate the end of Passover, which was
orginally a harvest feast. NowJeANsceromleU/wgijtoj:UmLaAN(Tomh)ToMomaIMt.Silw/Lontth,agto
seal the old covenant. But we, as Catholics celebrate the birth of ouwr Chunrch and the new covenant.

. "The time is coming,
declares the Lard,
"“when | will
makea.new

_govenant with .

"the house of| IStk
and thehigiuges

Of Juda T I 62 e
~Jeremiah 3%:31————
p G — i

The symbols of Pentecost are the flame, wind, and the dove, which represents the Holy Spirit.
Special proyers are often said just for Pentecost.

The timing of the feasts of the Ascension and Pentecost is where Catholics get the concept of the Novena, - nine
daws of prower - becauwse in Acts |, Mary and the Apostles praued together covm/mwud,gj:wmmd,a,gsaﬁw
the Ascension Leading up to Pentecost. So traditionally, the Chuuch proys the Novena to the Holy Spiritin the
daws before Pentecost.

The colour of Pentecost is red so typically, priests will wear red vestments on Pentecost, symbolic of the burmning
Fire of God's Love and the tongues of fire that descended on the Apostles. Parishioners are also inwvited to wear
red on this day. Red decorations as well as celebrations are appropriate, sumilas to ary other birthday.
Howerner, in some parts of the world, Pentecost is also referred to as “WhitSunday”, or White Sundau,
referring to the white vestments that are typically worn in Britain and lreland. The white is symbolic of the
dove of the Holy Spirit, and typical of the vestments that catechumens desiring baptism wear on that dauy.
An ltalian Pentecost tradition is to scatter rose Leaves from the ceiling of the churches to recall the miracle of
the fiery tongues, and soin some places in ltaly, Pentecost is sometimes called Pascha Rosatum. (Easter roses) .

In France, it is tradition to blow trumpets during Mass to recall the sound of the driving wind of the Holy
Spirit.

In Asia, it is typical to hawve an extra service, called genuflexion, during which Long poerms and prayers are
recited.

In Russia,, Mass goers often carry flowers or green bramnches during Pentecost sorvices.

[
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The Holy Spirit and the Chuurch

From the beginning to the end of tirme, whenever God sends His Son,
He alwauys sends His Spirit: their mission is conjoined and inseparable.

The mission of Chwrist and the Holy Spirit is brought to completion in the
Chunrch, whicch is the Boday of Chwrist and the Temple of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit, whom Chwrist the head pouss out on his members, builds,
animaies, and sanctifies the Chuach. Sheis the sacrament of the Holy
Trinity's communion with men.

This joint mission henceforth brings Christ's faithful to share in His communion with the Father in the Holy
Spirit. The Spirit prepares men and goes out to them with His grace, in order to dramw them to Churist.

In the fullness of tkme at God's behest the Holwy Spirit completed in Mary all the preparations for Chwrist's
coming among the People of God. By the action of the Holy Spirit in her, the Father gives the world Emmaniel
"God-with-us.” (Mt1:23). The Son of God was consearated as Chwist (Messiah) by the ancinting of the Holy

Spurit at His Incarnation (Ps2:6-7).

TthmewﬂLmsmUnmghmaChM'sh{feava’kA,j:Ure/xam/pLeaIHiAba/pt{Mn,i/nHiAmA'/ra,dma/nd
words and proyers to bring understanding to those who listen, hear and see.

The Spirit then manifests the risen Lord to them, recalls His word to them and opens their minds to the
understanding of His Death and Resurrection: By His Death and His Resurrection, Jesuws is constituted in glory
as Lord and Christ (Acts 2:36) . From His fullness, He poured out the Holy Spirit on the Apostles and the
Church. The Holy Spirit makes present the muystery of Chaist, swpremely in the Eucharist, in order to reconcile
UmeWmMWWQﬂMUﬂ%ngLﬁAMbWWW

Thus the Church's mission is not an addition to that of Christ and the Holy Spirit, but is its sacrament: in her
whole being and in all her members, the Church is sent to announce, bear witness, make present, and spread
the mustery of the Lon of the Holy Trinity. These "mighiyworks of God,  offered to believersin the
sacraments of the Chuurch, bear their fruitin the new life in Christ, according to the Spirit, the artisan of
Cod's works, the master of praver.

“The Spirit helps ws in our weakness; for we do not kow how to praa as we ought, but the Spirit Himself

Al of us who hanve received one and the same Spirit, that is, the Holy Spirit, are in a sense blended together
with one another and with God. For if Chwrist, Togeﬂwrmiht}wFaﬂ/wr'saMdHiAownSpM,WtodM
in each of ws, though we are manwy, still the Spiritis one and undirvided. He binds together the spirits of each

and everyone of us ...a/n,d,mamaﬂappma/smmHi/m.ijuumﬂwpowofcw'ssau@dﬂuhumm
those in whom it dwells into one body, in the same way the one and undivided Spirit of God, who dwells in all,

Because the Holy Spirit is the anointing of Chaist, itis Chwist who, as the head of the Body, pours out the Spirit
among His members to nowrish, heal, and organize them in their mutuwal functions, to give them life, send
them to bear withess, and associate them to His self-offering to the Father and to His intercession for the
MWwﬂd.Thmght}wChMrdn'ssawwm, Churist communicates His Holy and sanctifuing Spirit to the
members of His Body.

&
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