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At St Bernadette’s Catholic School, you will find us caring, hardworking and co-operative. We follow the ways of
Jesus using our talents and gifts to make our school special. We show respect to all and welcome you.

Reminder
Please remember that school closes for half term on Friday 23 May at 2.00pm and reopens to children on Monday 2
June. We h.ope the staf¥, children and their families have a restful break.

Habemus Papam: We have a. Pope!

It was wonderful to hear that white smoke was bLllowLng from the

- Pope Leo XIV,
s the 267th pontiff

Sistine CapeL ch‘Lmneg last Thu.rsdag emengl We welcome our new

Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV - the first American Pope!
Arcthshop Bernard has issued the fo[[ow’mg beautiful statement:

‘| welcome the wonderful news of the election of Cardinal Robert Prevost as our new Holg Father, Pope Leo XIV. As he
prepared to give us his first blessmg as Pope, in St Peter’s Square he also gave us a message of Jogfu,l encouragement, call‘mg

us to be bridge-builders who are the light of Christ in the world. As the first Pope from the United States of America he
also remembered the people of Chldago in Peru where he had served as bLshop until 2023”

This week’s Gospel (John 13: 31-35)

When Judas was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man receives his 9[0@4. And God receives 9lorg through him. 32 I¥ Cod

receives glory through him, ™ then God will give glory to the Son through himself. And God will give him glory quickly

33 Josus said, “Mg children, | will be with you onlg a little Longev& You will look for me. And what | told the Jews, | tell you
now: Where | am going you cannot come.

3y give you. a new command: Love each other. You must love each other as | have loved you. BAl people will know that

you are my Followers i f you love each other.”

Chloe has written our Gospel Reflection this week

I_OVE ONE Jesus is asking us to love each other as he loves us.

He is instructing us to show love to everyone that we

AN OTH ER.m\/ meet. As we are working towards achieving the School
S J H AVE of Sanctuary Award this year, we remember that we

should welcome those who are seeking sanctuary in

I- v, ED VYOUOOQ our country supporting them in our community and

JOHN 13:34 through our charitable deeds.



https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2013%3A31-35&version=ICB#fen-ICB-26544a

Meeting for New Nursery Parents

We look forward to meeting the parents of our new nursery children

who will commence Nursery in September. A meeting will be held in

school on Tuesday 3rd June at 2.00pm which will provide an

opportunity for parents to meet with Mrs Jones, the Early Years
Lead and Miss Finnegan the newly appointed Head Teacher. At this

meeting, parents will be notified of their child’s starting date in
September and will be provided with some advice about how they can

prepare their children for a start in the Nu.rserg school. We look

Forward to seeing you then.

Light a candle to offer a prayer

The mother of Mason and Cillian

The father of Miriam
Mrs. Heeley and family
The father of Sarim
Mr Wayne

Ayah in Year L

The Mother of Chloe Y6

Appointment of Assistant Head
Teacher
The Governing Body interviewed
last week and appointed two
Assistant Heads, who will begm
their role in Septernber 2025
Mrs Hill, who is currentlg our
R.E lead in school was one of the
appointments made and the
second was Mrs Di Pierri who is
currently working at Colmore
Infant School. We look forward
1o the contributions that both
staff will make to our school
and congratulate them both on
their appointment.

Nursery Closure
Nu.r‘serg parents must
remember to make
alternative child care
arrangements Yor their
children on Friday L
July as the Nursery will be
closed on that day. Those
children who will begin
Nursery in September
2025, will visit their new
setting with parents on
2nd July. The main
school will remain open on

this day.

Safeguarding reminder

Please remember that if you have any concerns regarding the

safeguarding of a child, members of the public are able to make an

anonymous referral to the safeguarding team within Birmingham
City Council. Parents should call 3031888 and share their concerns

with a duty social worker. The safeguarding leads in school are Mr

Carroll, Miss Finnegan and Miss Cowings and they will be happy to

support any parents in this process should they be required.

D'Larg Dates

SATs begin in Year 2
th
Year 6 Behaviour assembly 2.30pm
th

Rosary with Sursum Corda
Wednesday 21" May
Year 6 children visit the mosque
st

Year 3 out at ecopark
st
Colourful semantics training session for
parents dam
Wednesday 1 May
First Holy Communion meeting for children in
Year 3 and parents 5.00pm
Thursday s May
Year 5 Behaviour asiemb[g 2.30pm
Year | Stay and Pray 8.50am
Friday 23 May
Vocations day in school
Friday 23 May
school closes fo:d Half term

Monday 2™ June

School opens for all children and Year 2
SatS continue
rd
Meeting for parents of children beginning
Nursery in Septermber 5025 2.00pm
1

Compass in for parents 2.15-3.15pm online
sa fety
th

Feast of Pentecost mass at Holy Family
Church 10.30am
Monday 9™ June
Phonics testing week in Year | and resits in
YQarﬁ%

Year LRW out at Wi-oxeter.
. th

Feast of St Anthony of Padua class saint for
6/B.




Well done Mr Markham Jones

A huge congratulations to Mr Markham Jones who completed the
Birmingham half marathon last weekend. Mr Markham Jones is
raising money for cancer research and to date he and his wife
have raised almost £4+000 which is an incredible achievement. |f
any parents would like to make a donation the following link
could be used.

https:// fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/bromsgrove-school-
2025

PE Kits

Every child should have a PE kit in school which they are
required to change info for their twice weekly games sessions.
This should include a pair of pumps, a pair of shorts and white
tee shirt. We have a number of children who do not have a kit
and as such are unable to complete their PE lessons. Please
ensure your child has a full kit and has their name on every
item in their bag.

June the Month of the Sacred Heart

June is traditionally dedicated to the Sacred Heart of Jesus
within the Catholic Church. This tradition dates back to the
[7th century when St. Margare’[ Marg Alacoque, a French nun,
had visions of Jesus Christ revealing His Sacred Heart to

her. The Sacred Heart of Jesus represents the love and
compassion that Jesus has for humanity. The heart is a symbol
of love and devotion, representing the very essence of Jesus
Christ. The month of June is also a time for Catholics to
reflect on the teachings of Jesus and how they can apply them
to their daily lives. Jesus taught us to love one another and to

show compassion to those in need.

-
Welldone
Year 6

are over!

Congratulations to Year 6

Well done to each and every one of our Year 6
children who completed their national SATs this
week. Many of our children have worked incredibly
hard this year in preparation for these important
assessments, some attending tuition after school to
ensure they achieve the best possible grade. Thanks
to our Year 6 staff and Mr Carroll for their
hard work leading up to this time. The children will
be notified of their results in their end of year
report in July.

Beginning Monday a* June

All children in Year | will be tested on their phonic
knowledge during the week commencing a" June.
The children will be presented with O words that
they will be expected to read using their phonic
knowledge. The phonics screening check is designed to
confirm whether pupils have learnt phonic decoding
to an appropriate standard. The check consists of
20 real words and 20 pseudo words that pupils will
be required to read aloud. Pupils in Year 2 who did
not meet the expected standard last year will also be
retested during this week. Parents will be notified of
the outcome of the test in their child’s end of year
report.

Year | Stay and
Pray
Please note that the
Year | Stay and
Pray session, to
which parents are
invited, will be held
on Friday 23 May
at 8.50am. We
would love to see you
there.



https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/bromsgrove-school-2025
https://fundraise.cancerresearchuk.org/page/bromsgrove-school-2025

We will join. our Sursum Corda
cluster schools online on
Wednesday 20th May to pray the
Rosary together in the month of
May.

The nine schools across our cluster join together in the months of October and May

to say this special prauer, which is led bg a group of children from across the
schools. de.ittona.[lg, as Catholics, we devote the month of Mag to Mavy and
October is considered to be the month of the Rosary. Follow us on Blue Sky to see

more details.

Hub Highlights

We had fantastic participation across the Hub for World Earth Day, with children

showing great enthusiasm and engagement. It was wonderful to see them thinking

deeplg about the ways theg can he[p protect our p[a.mt, from redu.clng waste to

caring For the natural world around them.

A special thank you to Miss Curran, who has thoughtfully adapted our gymnastics

lessons to include visual prompts. These have made a real difference, mabLLng

children to access each station with greater 'md.epmd.mce and confidence.
We'd also like to give a big thank you to Mrs White, who has worked incredibly hard

to clear out the Hub classroom in preparation For lots of Love[g new resources. We

can't wait to see the space tra.ns_formedl

Times-Tables Tribe —
Clorious Gold

Congmtu.laﬁons to these children

who have recently achieved their
Cold Stars which means they know
and can quickly recall all of their
times-tables up to 12 x |2
Lavinia Y
Aariz Yl

After School Clubs
We have after school clubs every
night throughout the week and our
children are very lucky to be able to
attend a number of different clubs
throughout the school week.
Clubs finish at l.[5pm and children
should be collected promptly at this
collected promptly at this time.
Whilst | appreciate parents
occasionally maybe running
late, it is unacceptable to expect staff
in school to look after your child
week after week. Children who are
regularly collected late after a club,
will not be allowed to attend clubs in
the future.

SCHOOL FUND ACADEMIC
YEAR 2024-2025

OUR
SCHOOL
FUND

Parents are requested to make a
donation of £10.00 per child or
£10.00 per family to our school
Jund. Log onto
https://www.parentpay.com/

This payment will help to subsidise the
cost of some of the activities that
take place throughout the school year
1o enhance the curriculum ie
workshops and theme da,gs, and
ensure our children continue to have
the broadest possible experiences in
school.

Thank you for your continued
support.

Preloved. Holy Communion Dresses
We have a small number of preloved
Holy Communion dresses that families
are more than welcome to borrow. You
are welcome to come and view them,
please speak to a year 3 member of

staff.

First Holy Communion Meeting —
Wednesday 21 May

S
First Holy Communion Meeting 2lst
May
Any parent who has a child making
their First Holy Communion this year,
must attend our final sacramental
meeting on Wednesday 2lst May. The
meeting will begin at 5.00pm and the
Jinal arrangements for the day will
be discussed at this meeting. All
children receiving the sacrament of
the Eucharist for the first time in
June, should also attend this meeting.
We look forward to seeing both

children and parents at the meeting.



https://www.parentpay.com/

Year L Residential

We had 30 children from Year L attending a residential trip this week and they had an amazing
time. A huge thank you to Mr Wayne for organising the trip and to Mr Markham Jones and Mr
Baker for supporting the children over the three days. Take a look at the photographs on Blue Sky
to see the activities that they participated in. Well done to all involved.

ﬁ—] St Chads Sanctuary
Wish list:
We would love donations of Men's
Clothing :

Jeans/Joggers
T-shirts
Jumpers/Hoodies
Coats
Socks
Underwear(new)
Trainers
Backpack for adults

Parent Questionnaire
Sincere thanks to all
parents who took the
time to complete our
annual parent
questionnaire at the end
of last term. The
Feedback from this
questionnaire has been
analysed and was
shared with all parents
last week. We really
appreciated the
wonderful comments
that were made and
valued your suggestions
For improvements. Please
remember that all diary
dates for the year can
be found on the school
website, in your child’s
diary and on our
Fortnightly newsletter.

Longl( e Milk As the weather has improved in recent weeks, it is important that

Carrier Bags(all types) all children have regular access to water, keeping them hydrated
& | N { throughout the day. We have a number of children in KS2 who do
all donations to be in by 248 not have a water bottle in school and rely on school to provide them
Thursday 20th March with a disposable cup. Every child in KS2 should have a bottle,

Doors It is a good idea for children to wear a sun hat to school to protect

All d,onati,ons , which can be reused every day. Please ensure you provide your child
@ placed by KS1 | with a bottle so they can drink water throughout the day.
"

Dailg

them when they are outside at playtimes. Please also ensure that you

apply sun screen to your children before sending them to school each

day. Children are not permitted to wear sunglasses in school.




PILGR“"O)

Vocations Day
On Friday 23rd May we will be celebrating our annual Vocations
Day in school. During this day we take time to think about who Cod
is calling each of us to be and how we can live out our vocation.
This year, to link to the Jubilee Year of Hope, we will be working
around the theme of People of Hope'. Each year group will focus on
a people and organisations who bring hope to others and live out their
vocation of what Cod is calling them to do with their lives. During
the day, we will also be welcoming visitors into school to share with
the children their vocation. We hope to welcome visitors from
organisations such as Mary's Meals, the Blue Cross, Guide Dogs UK
and St Chad's Sanctuary. Many thanks to these people for giving up

their time to speak with our children.

O s PSS

Lo

PIC-COLLAGE

Year 5 Charity!

We're proud to share that our amazing
Year 5 pupils are taking action to support
Kidney Research UK through a special

charity fundraiser.

To raise money, Year 5 will be selling Tip
Tops for 50p during break time
throughout the first week back — starting

Monday 2nd June - your child will be
told the day nearer the time. All the
money raised will go to help fund
important research and support people
living with kidney disease.

As a big “thank gou." Jor their efforts,
Year 5 will enjoy a fun-filled afternoon
of games and activities on Thursday 5th
Junel On this day, they can wear their
own clothes and bring in £l to join the
Fun which will also go towards the
charity.

Thank you For supporting our Year 5s as
they show kindness, teamwork, and a big
heart for others!

May Procession

The children in Year 3

who are making their

First Holy Communion
this year, had their May
procession at Holy Family
Church on 13" May and
were joined by children in

Year k. We were

incredibly proud of them

and ask that you keep

these children in your

prauers.




School of Sanctuary Update

| was a stranger and you made me welcome.” {h}

Matt 25°35 .
Working towards School of Sanctuary
Last week all staff in school went on retreat with a group called Stories of Hope and Home. They support asylum seekers and
refugees who are currently based in our country. The group had three speakers who had experienced ajourney over to England
and they spoke to staff about the challenges they faced both prior to making the journey and since their arrival in the UK.
We were all moved by their stories.

Below is a poem that a small group prepared toge‘[her in their meetings. It tells of great suffzrlng but also great hope and love.

The Maki f 0 Warri
Time and circumstances
Turn the soul of a dreamy nurtured child
Into a resilient warrior.
From a surprised little girl,
She turned into a person,
soberlg assessing LLfe's priorities,

and choos‘mg For herself the difficult path to self-affirmation,

She was naive and drmmg,
Her future was bright.
But life is cruel.
Later, she understood.

She looks towards the night sky
And hopes her father and mother have a place in heaven.
Life went on.
Happmess,
Sadness,
Ht,mger,
Resentment.
But she believed
One day things would be better again,
As they were in her childhood days.

She must move to a safer place.
She cried inside her heart.
The problems didnt end when she reached new shores.
She finds she must continue fighting.
But she is resolute.

The time is now
She keeps her faith.
Betrayal, suffering, grief the battles are endless.
They tried to turn her into a monster
But she didn't let them break her-.
She’d rather be the warrior girl.

She is far away from her hometown.
But after all her experiences,
She is still here,
She is still alive.
The rules may be theirs but the game will be hers
The victory will be hers.

She will fight until the very end.

It is inevitable.




Father Hudson’s Care

Good Shm Appeal
gl

The Good Shepherd Mass

On V\/edmsd.ag 30" April, a group of children from Year 2 celebrated mass in St Chad’s Cathedral, Jjoining with a
number of other schools from across the Archdiocese. At this mass, we presented a cheque for Father Hudson's Good
Shepherd Appeal which was the charity we supported throughout Lent. A huge thank you for your generosity once again as
we raised £1667.69. Year 2 raised an amazing £1081.86 on their Sponsored walk and a further £251.76 from their
hamper £251.02 was made in donations from across the school and £943.05 was raised with the Easter Egg Raffle. Thanks
to all children who made a contribution and to the staff who donated Easter eggs.

Colourful Semantics
On the 2Ist May at 9am, our school Speech and Language Therapist will be delivering a session for parents on

Colourful Semantics, we previously ran a session in March and feedback from parents was exceptional, hence

us addmg an additional session.

Colourful Semantics is an approach that helps children structure their sentences by using colour-coded cues
Jor different parts of a sentence (e.g., whois doing something, whatthey are doing, whereit is happenmg).
This method can support pupils in forming more detailed and confident responses when speaking and writing.
To help you learn more about this approach and explore ways to support your child at home, we would like to
invite you to a small group session with our Speech and Language Therapist. This session will provide practical
strategies and resources that can make a real difference in your child's progress.

This session will last around one hour; please indicate on Parent Pay whether or not you will be attending. In

the session, you will:

Learn more about Colourful Semantics — what it is and how it may help your child
Learn how to use this approach at home

Learn how we use it at school

Receive a basic pack to take home

Have an opportunity to ask any questions to a qualified Speech and Language Therapist.

We believe that by working together, we can help your child make the most of their learning opportunities.




Attendance

Frequent absence can add up to a considerable amount of lost
learning and can seriously disadvantage your child in adult
life.
¢ 5 minutes late every day means around 3 days of
education are missed.
e Ascore of 0% in a test would be a good result but
d0% attendance means that a child will have missed
around 100 lessons over a school year.

Attendance ﬁgu,ms can be seen below. Congmtula.ti.ons to
ICOT, 25H and 3CK for the best attendance in KSI and
KS2! Also a big well done RLC and RCB for the best

attendance in the Foundation Stage!

Attendance update

We continue to track attendance every week and
work hard to ensure every child in school
demonstrates good attendance and punctuality. If
children are to reach their Jull potential they need
to be in school every day, unless they are too unwell
to attend. We will make home visits from time to
time, particularly if we have safequarding concerns
or if a child’s attendance is causing a concern.
Even if a parent has called the school to give a
reason for their child’s absence, a home visit may
still occur. We aim to offer both support and
challenga where needed, but alwa.gs have the child’s
best interest at heart.

A% RSJ A% | ICOTA6% | 2SH 96% | 3DA 9%
reBas% | MENC ot | O3EG % 5CG %

a3%

RLC 43% IOB 4+% | 2EOB 95%

3CK 97% LKL 96% 5FM 94+%

Xl

Whole School Attendance -

Currently, the whole school attendance is A% which
is below the A6% that is expected.

More than
18 days
absence less
than 90%

| $28

Persistent
to make Absentee
progress (Not fair on your child)



Speci,al Certificates - Each week a child from each class is nominated to receive a special certificate through the post. The pupils who are

awarded these certificates have shown that they really understand what it means to live as Jesus taught us, perhaps by being particularly kind
or helpful. Well done, to the JcoHow'mg children:

CLASS NAME REASON CLASS NAME REASON
For a beautiful b Ly in the syle | Nwrsery For always deepening her thinki
Nursery Tiarah or a beautiful butterfly in the syle (Red) Piper Rose or always deepening her thinking
(Blue) of Eric Carle. during Maths.
N For listening to "The Very Hungry N Being a superstar mathematician!
ursery Alaiya CaterPLLLar' so carefully and ursery Darla-D Well done on fantastic pattern
(Green) o (Yellow)
designing her own butterfly. work.
lbrahim For excell'mt work in Maths when Haadi Abbas | For using his manners with adults.
RCB learning about 3D shapes. 356
Thuwaraka For wonderful Lr?d..epmdmt sentence Amdlia For using her manners and offering
writing. help.
Tiana For always being a kind hearted Arsema Determination to succeed on the
iend. high ropes.
RLC Jrien L AMJ o
Noriyah For always being a kind hearted Cracio-Maz For showing bravery during the
Friend. school residential trip..
For her amazing effort writing ,
Ariah independent sentences with support. James For always lii:r%u:eadg to start
RS Well done! LKL 3
Araballa Super progress made with her Declan For always displaying lovely
independent writing. Well donel manners.
Helona. For excellent effort in gymnastics Chenauah Excellent attitude in science (and
ICOT lessons. LRW 4 all lessons).
) o ) . For show'mg great bmverg on the high
Miyah For her excellent writing in English. Poppy Rai ropes during the school residential rip
IML/NL Abel For asking andsiﬁrﬁang questions in Kacie For going the extra. mile in lessons.
: 5CG . .
Safana For always having an excellent attitude. Harris For Lndependencl;::i perseverance n
IOB Emily For always helping others. o Lily For trying hard in all she does.
Miriam For her excellent effort in Maths! James For always have a positive attitude.
JEH Tre'maine For working hard in EngLLShA Abi,ga,le For always being so positive in lessons.
5MF i
Kylo For his great effort in RE lessons. Sarim For bemg s:cl'htant;xceuent role
model to others.
Norah For being a role model of excellent Darmi For having an excellent attitude in
2EOB ora behaviour always. 6CB gmuan school this week.
Hou.ssegn. For excellent effort in Math's! Cabriella For working so hard this week!
For approaching his SATs with
, . | pp g
25H Marga,m For always trying hard in all lessons! oc Za.ch,a,rg determination and positivity
Jonathan For being a kind and caring friend to Hollie For making a brilliant start to each
all. school day.
Malachi For trying hard l‘m all of his afternoon Sh'Kga.h. For working so hard this week.
3CK 2Ss50Nns. 6ZB
i ) ) For be’mg such a well-mannered,
Ara.ga. For always being polite and helpful. Tilly thoughtful young lady,
Abi.ga.i.l. For her lovely manners.
3DA
Sebastian For trying his best in his Topic lessons.
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PHONICS

Phonics Guidance for EYFS Parents

Monday A" June 9-9.30AM-Infant Hall
(Parents/Carers only)

¥ your child is currently in Nursery or Reception, they will be
taking part in daily phonics lessons, following the Read Write

Inc. Scheme.

Most of us were taught to read in different ways, leading to
some confusion for our children when letter sounds are recited
dlfferentlg at home than they are taught at school.

It is rmllg important that letter sounds are pronounced
accurately in order to provide our children with the best

ible start to their reading | : -
possiple startl To their reading journey mat |lamw

- The correct pronunciation of letter sounds
-Age Related Expectations
-Supporting your child with reading simple words




The EYFS Father’s Day Games!

Nu,rserg and Receptton—You are invited to join us for
a morning oY sports activity Jun with your child to
celebrate Father's Dag on:

Refreshments
£3 per ticket available to
(via Parentpag) purchase

Dad’s/Uncle’s All money

/Grandad’s/

Brother's or

raised will be
donated to
our EYFS

charity:

Save the

other grown-

LA,PS are

welcome to

join! (One

adult per
child)
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i( 22nd June 2025 11 am — 3 pm

Come and join in the fun!

www.wmfs.net @WestMidsFire

, 4T
. P Iy ”-z‘ Ward End Fire Station,
% WMFS West Midlands %/ .\::f.) Washwood Heath Road, B8 2HF
=== vy wa Fire Service ‘~‘f§



